The Minutes of the Village of Haverstraw Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
on Tuesday June 20%, 2023 beginning at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:
o Jose Guareno (Chairman) Excused
¢ Dennis Michaels (Asst. Village Attorney)} Present
» Ruben Berrios (Building Inspector) Present
¢ Jose Hilario Excused
¢ Tom Price Present
s Kathleen Porter Present
¢ Richard Santiago Present
» Ramon Soto Excused
e @Gisbeth Ramos (Clerk to the ZBA) Present

Since the Chairman was absent an acting Chairman would be selected.

Attorney Michaels entertained a motion to appoint someone as the Acting
Chairman.

The board members selected Tom Price

RESOLUTION # 20- 2023

Motion by: Richard Santiago
Seconded by: Kathleen Porter
Motion Carries: All

Acting Chairman Tom Price opened the meeting invited the first applicant to
come forward for requested variances on 26 Pratt Street.

Attorney Michaels asked Ms. Ramos if all public notices by state and local
law had been complied with.

She responded that they had.

Acting Chairman Price entertained a motion to open the public hearing for 26
Pratt Street.



RESOLUTION # 21- 2023

Motion by: Kathleen Porter
Seconded by: Richard Santiago
Motion Carries: All

Juan Amon Castro homeowner of 26 Pratt Street asked if he could have some
help explaining.

Ms. Ramos explained to the board that Mr. Amon Castro was looking for
habitable space in the basement and three variances.

Inspector Berrios reminded the board of where the house was located and
stated that they needed side variances. He added that it was a big lot, but the
house was on the corner.

Ms. Porter asked if they had enough parking.

Inspector Berrios responded that they did have enough parking. He added
that Mr. Amon Castro was converting it into a two-family dwelling.

Ms. Porter asked if it was already a two-family dwelling.

Inspector Berrios responded that it was not legal. Mr. Amon Castro was now
trying to make it legal and bring it up to code.

Acting Chairman Price asked anyone in the public was in favor or against the
application.

Mr. Michaels stated for the record that there was no one in attendance other
than the applicant Mr. Amon Castro. He asked if the board was comfortable
approving the application.

The board responded that they were.

Mr. Michaels stated that based upon the nods and affirmative it was his legal
opinion that anyone could adopt his legal opinion as their own motion to
approve if they wish. The motion would be to approve the application for the
area variances as submitted and that the findings are that:
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. An undesirable change will not be produced in the character of the

neighborhood or a detriment to nearby properties will not be created
by the granting of the area variances.

The benefit sought by the applicant cannot by achieved by some
method feasible for the applicant to pursue, other than an area
variance.

The requested area variances are not substantial.

The proposed variances will not have an adverse effect or impact on
the physical or environmental conditions in the neighborhood or
district. _

Although alleged difficulty was self-created, you considered this factor
but in and of itself it was not enough to make a motion to deny the
application instead.

Mr. Michaels asked if anyone agreed with those findings, they could simply
say so moved to approve as recited by legal counsel.

Ms. Ramos asked if the public hearing had to be closed before the members
made a motion.

Mr. Michaels responded that it was not required, but it wasn’t a bad idea.

Acting Chairman Price entertained a motion to close the public hearing for
26 Pratt Street.

RESOLUTION # 22- 2023

Motion by: Richard Santiago
Seconded by: Kathleen Porter
Motion Carries: All

Ms. Porter said so moved to approve as recited by legal counsel.

Acting Chairman Price entertained a motion to approve the application for 26
Pratt Street.

RESOLUTION #23 - 2023

Motion by: Kathleen Porter
Seconded by: Richard Santiago
Motion Carries: All



Rol! Call:

Kathleen Porter Yes
Richard Santiago Yes
Tom Price Yes

Motion Carries: All

Acting Chairman Price asked if the board members were had enough time to
read the minutes. The board members responded that they did.

Acting Chairman Price entertained a motion to approve the Minutes for the
ZBA Meeting from May 2023.

RESOLUTION # 24- 2023

Motion by: Kathleen Porter
Seconded by: Richard Santiago
Motion Carries: All

With no further business to be conducted by the Board, the Acting Chairman
entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.

RESOLUTION # 25- 2023

Motion by: Richard Santiago
Seconded by: Kathleen Porter
Motion Carries: All

The Clerk Typist to the Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby

authorized, directed and empowered to sign these Minutes,
and )géﬁ S:opy; thereg :E thgﬁce of the Village Clerk.
Gisbeth Ramos, Clerk Typist



